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Make teaching and learning engaging with this new 
edition of the immensely popular Caribbean Primary 
Social Studies four book series, updated and revised to 
cover recent syllabus changes and the introduction of 
Curriculum Standards.

 Engage students with new and updated content 
reflecting social, economic and environmental issues 
and developments in the 21st century.

 Encourage students to think more and express their 
ideas individually or as part of a group with thought 
provoking oral topics. 

 Build social studies skills and encourage teamwork 
with a range of stimulating activities.

 Provide a clear overview of objectives with ‘What 
will you learn?’ at the beginning of each unit and 
summary ‘Points to remember’ at the end.

Marcellus Albertin and Marjorie Brathwaite are both 
highly experienced in the field of social studies and 
have consulted widely across the Caribbean as well as 
internationally before developing this new edition.
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Myself
You are a special person.  
You belong to a family group. 

When you have worked through this unit, you will know that: 
✪	you are a special member of a family group
✪	family groups are different in many ways
✪	family groups change over time
✪	family practices keep family groups together.

Living in families1

What will you learn?

Tell the person next to you 
something about yourself. You 
may tell him or her your name, 
your age and where you live. Talk 
about the things you like and the 
things you do not like.

Make a little book called All about myself. Paste your picture in 
it. Write some things about yourself in it. Talk about the groups to 
which you belong.

Families
We are all members of families. A member may be 
born into a family. A family may adopt a member. 
Every member of the family is different. All members 
of a family share things with one another. They 
work together and have fun together. They help one 
another in many ways. They also learn from one 
another. Young members respect older members. 
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We live in different groups

Draw a picture of yourself with  
your family.

Now, talk about your family. How many members 
live with you? Name your family members. How 
many are male and how many are female? How 
many parents are in your family? How do young 
members show respect to parents or grandparents?

Here are Akin, Maria and Shana. 
Each of them lives in a different 
family group. All members of 
the family share things with one 
another. They work together and 
have fun together. They help one 
another in many ways. They also 
learn from one another.

Families are different
Some families have many 
members. Others have only  
a few. Some families have one 
parent and one child. Others 
have two parents and many 
children. A family may also  
have grandparents.

Akin’s family group is a small 
one. He lives with his parents 
and his younger brother.
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Unit 1 Our planet - the Earth
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Unit 1 Living in families

Maria’s family is also a small one. She lives with her 
mother and sister.

Shana’s family is a large one. Her parents have three 
children. Her grandparents also live with her parents.

Play a mime game with your partner. Take turns to mime 
something that your family does together. Guess what it is.

Families change
Families are always changing. Babies are born and 
then grow up. Young members become adults and 
leave home. Adults grow old and die. Sometimes 
other children or adults may join the family.
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We live in different groups

Look at these pictures. They show how Akin’s family 
might change as he grows up.

Now
In 5 years’ time

In 15 years’ time

Make a scrapbook of photographs of members of your family. 
Choose people who are alive and those who lived long ago. Talk 
about the different clothes they wore and what they wear today.

Talk about the changes in Akin’s family 
shown in the pictures.

Bring to class a picture of yourself as a baby. Place it in a 
Babies’ Corner. Guess who the babies are.
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Unit 1 Our planet - the Earth

12

Unit 1 Living in families

Family relationships
This chart is called a family tree. It shows the 
relationships in Akin’s family. 

John m. Rose

Peter m. Elsa Joseph m. Martha Florence

Rebecca David Alice Akin Lester John

m. = married

Complete the sentences. The first one is done for you.
1  Akin’s grandmother’s name is ___________.   
2 Akin’s father is Peter’s ___________.  
3 Florence is Akin’s ___________.  
4 The name of Florence’s father is ___________.  
5  Akin has ___________ cousins. Their names are 

___________ ___________ ___________ and __________.
6  Joseph is David’s ___________.

Rose
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Unit 1 Our planet - the Earth
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We live in different groups

Talk about your family 
relationships. Do you have 
an uncle, an aunt or a 
cousin? Where do each of 
them live? 

Points to remember
u	Everyone belongs to a family.
u	Families are different in many ways. 
u	Families change. Members are born, they grow  

old and they die.

Draw your family tree. Ask your parents to help you. Find out 
where your grandparents were born.
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