


CCEA GCSE

RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES 
CHRISTIANITY 
THROUGH A STUDY OF 
THE GOSPEL OF MARK

9781510478374.indd   1 12/17/19   5:16 PM

© H
od

de
r E

du
ca

tio
n –

 D
RAFT 



Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going 
to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned 
in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the 
home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and 
made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and 
manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country 
of origin.

Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. 
Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827827. Fax: +44 (0)1235 400401. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk 
Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering 
service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 978 1 5104 78374

 Mary Nethercott

First published in 2020 by  
Hodder Education, 
An Hachette UK Company  
Carmelite House  
50 Victoria Embankment 
London EC4Y 0DZ  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk  
Impression number  10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Year  2024  2023  2022  2021  2020 

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this 
publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage 
and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from 
the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic 
reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk

Cover photo © By Julia – stock.adobe.com

Illustrations by Integra Software Services Ltd

Typeset in India

Printed in Spain

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.

The Publishers would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material.

Acknowledgements
Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 published  
by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good News Bible © American Bible 
Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission.
Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently 
overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first 
opportunity.

9781510478374.indd   2 12/17/19   5:16 PM

© H
od

de
r E

du
ca

tio
n –

 D
RAFT 



2 Exam practice answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

My revision planner

1 The identity of Jesus

Christ/Messiah
4	 The opening verse of Mark’s Gospel – 1: 1	 	 	
4	 Peter’s declaration about Jesus – Mark 8: 27–33	 	 	
5	 Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem – Mark 11: 1–11	 	 	

Son of David
6	 Blind Bartimaeus – Mark 10: 46–52	 	 	

Son of God
7	 The ministry of John the Baptist – Mark 1: 1–13	 	 	
9	 The Transfiguration – Mark 9: 2–13	 	 	

Son of Man
11	 The request of James and John – Mark 10: 35–45	 	 	

Saviour
12	 Calming the storm – Mark 4: 35–41	 	 	
13	 Jesus feeds the 5000 – Mark 6: 30–44	 	 	

2 Jesus the miracle worker

Definition of miracle
17	 Healing miracles and faith	 	 	
19	 Healing on the Sabbath	 	 	
19	 A man with an evil spirit – Mark 1: 21–28	 	 	
20	 Jesus heals many people – Mark 1: 29–34	 	 	
21	 The man with a paralysed hand – Mark 3: 1–6	 	 	
22	 The marginalised	 	 	
22	 A man with a dreaded skin disease – Mark 1: 40–45	 	 	
23	 Jesus heals a paralysed man – Mark 2: 1–12	 	 	
24	 Jairus’ daughter – Mark 5: 21–24, 35–43	 	 	
25	 A woman with a haemorrhage – Mark 5: 25–34	 	 	
26	 The Syro-Phoenician woman’s daughter – Mark 7: 24–30	 	 	

Exorcism
27	 A boy with an evil spirit – Mark 9: 14–29	 	 	

What do miracles teach us?
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3 The teaching of Jesus

Jesus’ parables

The Kingdom of God
31	 The coming of the Kingdom – Mark 1: 14–15	 	 	
32	 The Parable of the Sower – Mark 4: 1–20	 	 	
33	 The Parable of the Lamp on a Stand – Mark 4: 21–23	 	 	
33	 The Parable of the Growing Seed – Mark 4: 26–29	 	 	
34	 The Parable of the Mustard Seed – Mark 4: 30–32	 	 	
35	 Jesus and the children – Mark 10: 13–16	 	 	
36	 Entry into the Kingdom – Mark 10: 17–31	 	 	
39	 The greatest command – Mark 12: 28–34	 	 	

The Sabbath
41	 Jesus’ attitude to the Sabbath – Mark 2: 23–28	 	 	

4 The death and resurrection of Jesus

43	 Jesus goes to the Temple – Mark 11: 15–19	 	 	
44	 The plot against Jesus – Mark 14: 1–2	 	 	
44	 Judas agrees to betray Jesus – Mark 14: 10–11	 	 	
45	 The Passover meal and the Last Supper – Mark 14: 12–26	 	 	
45	 The Last Supper	 	 	
49	 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial – Mark 14: 27–31	 	 	
49	 The events in the Garden of Gethsemane – Mark 14: 32–50	 	 	
52	 Jesus before the Jewish Council – Mark 14: 53–65	 	 	
54	 The Roman trial and mocking – Mark 15: 1–20	 	 	
56	 Who was responsible for the death of Jesus?	 	 	
57	 Jesus’ crucifixion and death – Mark 15: 21–41	 	 	
59	 Why did Jesus have to die?	 	 	
60	 Jesus’ burial – Mark 15: 42–47	 	 	
60	 Jesus’ resurrection – Mark 16: 1–8	 	 	
61	 The ending of Mark’s Gospel	 	 	
61	 The meaning of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection  

for Christians today	 	 	
62	 The empty tomb	 	 	

5 The role and nature of Christian discipleship

63	 Jesus calls His disciples – Mark 1: 16–20	 	 	
65	 Jesus chooses the Twelve – Mark 3: 13–19	 	 	
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67	 The challenge of witnessing – Mark 6: 1–6	 	 	
67	 The mission of the Twelve – Mark 6: 7–13	 	 	
69	 The cost of being a disciple – Mark 8: 34–38	 	 	
70	 Coping with temptation – Mark 9: 42–50	 	 	
71	 The question about paying taxes – Mark 12: 13–17	 	 	
71	 Modern discipleship	 	 	
73	 The widow’s offering – Mark 12: 41–44	 	 	
73	 The pressure of discipleship – Mark 14: 66–72	 	 	

75 Glossary
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4 Exam practice answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

1 The identity of Jesus

Christ/Messiah
The opening verse of Mark’s Gospel – 1: 1

‘This is the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’

Mark opens his Gospel by calling Jesus both the Christ (Messiah) and 
the Son of God. By using these two titles for Jesus right at the start of 
his Gospel Mark shows that these are the two titles he thinks are most 
important in describing who Jesus is.

No one title is adequate to describe a person. The same is true of Jesus. 
Jesus was called many things in his lifetime and each of those titles 
contributes to an understanding of who he really was.

Revision tip

Understanding the background to the title Messiah is important as 
most titles have some connection to the Jewish understanding of 
Messiah.

Peter’s declaration about Jesus – Mark 8: 27–33

Christ The Greek word for 
‘the anointed one’: Messiah 
in Hebrew. Christians 
believe Jesus to be the 
Messiah predicted in the Old 
Testament.

Messiah The promised 
deliverer of the Jewish nation 
prophesied in the Hebrew 
Bible. Christians believe 
Jesus is the Messiah.

Jesus and his Disciples were near Caesarea Philippi.

Jesus asked them ‘Tell me, who do people say I am?’

They answered, ‘Some say that you are John the Baptist… 
others say that you are Elijah, while others say that you are 
one of the prophets.’

The people recognised Jesus as being like a Prophet, reminding 
people of God’s message – but they did not recognise him as 
being the promised Messiah.

He asked them ‘Who do you say I am?’

Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’

Jesus ordered them ‘Do not tell anyone about me.’

Jesus then began to teach the Disciples ‘The Son of Man 
must suffer much and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the Law. He will be put to death, 
but three days later he will rise to life.’

Peter took Jesus aside and began to scold him.

Jesus then scolded Peter saying ‘Get away from me Satan… 
Your thoughts don’t come from God but from human nature!’

Peter takes 
the lead as 
spokesman for 
the group and 
acknowledges 
Jesus as the 
promised 
Messiah.

This is a feature 
of Mark’s Gospel 
known as the 
Messianic Secret.

Jesus is 
referring to 
himself when 
he uses the title 
Son of Man in 
his first Passion 
Prediction.

Meaning the 
one who tempts 
people to do the 
wrong thing.
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Disciples Followers of Jesus.

Elijah A Hebrew prophet who many Jewish people believe will return 
to Earth before the coming of the Messiah.

Prophet A person who explains the message and meaning of God’s 
word for the present day.

What does this passage tell us about the identity of 
Jesus?
Peter’s declaration about Jesus is a defining moment in the life of Jesus 
and the Disciples. Up until this point, Jesus’ identity has been questioned 
and some of the religious leaders have rejected Jesus as the promised 
Messiah. Only the evil spirits have recognised the identity of Jesus. 
Now Peter calls Jesus the Messiah (Christ). After Peter’s declaration, the 
question ‘who is Jesus?’ is now answered through his words and actions. 
Jesus speaks directly about his suffering and death. Jesus cannot be the 
Messiah fully without suffering and the resurrection.
l	 Jesus declares he is a suffering Messiah, which is not what the Jewish 

people expected, they had expected a great warrior or a priest.
l	 Peter does not understand that Jesus must suffer, he has not understood 

the identity of Jesus. Jesus says Peter’s thoughts come from men not 
God – what he means is Peter has not grasped the full meaning of 
Jesus’ Messiahship.

Jesus said he must suffer, which means that his death was part of God’s 
plan. For first-century Christians who were facing persecution this 
event would have given them hope, as they may have believed that 
their sufferings also had a purpose (even if they did not understand it). 
Christians today who suffer may see their suffering in a similar way.

The Messianic Secret
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus wanted to keep his identity as Messiah a 
secret. This may have been because:
1	 Jesus did not want people following him for the wrong reasons 

such as just for his ability to heal. He wanted people to follow him 
because they believed in him and his message.

2	 Messiah was a dangerous title to use in a Roman-occupied world. 
The Roman authorities saw the Messiah as a threat to their power. 
Jesus wanted to be free to preach his message and carry out his 
mission without being arrested.

3	 Jesus was not the military, warrior Messiah that many Jewish 
people were expecting. His understanding of being the Messiah was 
that of a suffering servant.

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem – Mark 11: 1–11
Jesus’ entry into the City of Jerusalem six days before Passover marks 
the beginning of the Passion Narrative; the story of Jesus’ suffering, 
crucif ixion and death. Many Jewish people tried to visit the Temple 
in Jerusalem at Passover. It was a special festival. The Romans were 
on high alert fearing a riot by the Jewish people who were looking 
for freedom from the Romans. It was a tense time as patriotic 
feelings were high.

Resurrection The Christian 
belief that Jesus rose again 
three days after his death.

Persecution Treating people 
with hostility and hatred; 
can be sanctioned by a 
government.

Passion The Passion of 
Christ is the story of Jesus 
Christ’s arrest, trial and 
suffering. It ends with his 
execution by crucifixion.

Passover Jewish festival 
that remembers the escape 
of the ancient Israelites 
from Egypt. 

Temple The building in 
Jerusalem where Jewish 
people worshipped and 
offered sacrifices to God; 
the Temple was destroyed 
in ad70.
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What does this passage tell us about the  
identity of Jesus?
Jesus arrives near Jerusalem, the place of his death. The entry into 
Jerusalem is filled with symbolism, which identifies Jesus as the Messiah. 
However, as with Peter’s declaration, Jesus does not identify himself with 
the popular Jewish idea of Messiah. The crowd may not have been very 
large as a scene like this would have attracted the attention of the Roman 
soldiers who were on the lookout for any trouble at Passover time. 
Christians remember the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
l	 Jesus is the humble, gentle, suffering Messiah riding into Jerusalem on 

a colt and not on a horse as a warrior King. 
l	 Jesus fulfils the prophecy of Zechariah in the Old Testament that the 

coming Messiah will be a religious figure ‘humble and riding on a 
donkey’.

l	 The Messianic secret is now being revealed.
l	 By referring to King David, the people are recognising Jesus as the 

Messiah. In Jewish belief the Messiah would be a descendant of King 
David – Son of David.

l	 It is unclear if the crowd really understood the kind of Messiah Jesus 
was. By the end of the week they were calling for his death.  This 
shows the changeable nature of people.

Exam practice 
Why was the entry into Jerusalem an important event?� [5 marks]

The Disciples and Jesus approached Jerusalem near 
Bethpage and Bethany and came to the Mount of Olives.

Jesus sent two Disciples on with the instructions ‘Go to the 
village there ahead of you. As soon as you get there, you will 
find a colt tied up that has never been ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. And if someone asks you why you are doing that, 
tell him that the Master needs it and will send it back at once.’

They found the colt tied to the door of a house and as they were 
untying the colt some bystanders asked what they were doing.

They answered as Jesus told them and the bystanders let  
them go.

They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over 
the animal and Jesus got on.

People spread their cloaks on the road, others cut branches 
in the fields and spread them in front of Jesus on the road.

The people began to shout, ‘Praise God! God bless him 
who comes in the name of the Lord! God bless the coming 
Kingdom of King David, our Father! praise God!’

Jesus went to the Temple and looked around.

As it was late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve Disciples.

This was 
required if an 
animal was 
to be used 
for religious 
purposes.

Jewish people 
believed the 
Messiah would 
be a descendant 
of the great 
Jewish King 
David.

Jesus may have 
made a previous 
arrangement 
with the owner of 
the colt.

Palm Sunday The Sunday 
before Easter Sunday when 
Christians remember 
Christ being welcomed into 
Jerusalem on a donkey.

Prophecy The foretelling 
or prediction of what is to 
come. Something that is 
declared by a prophet.

Old Testament The first 39 
books of the Bible.
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What does this passage tell us about the identity of 
Jesus?
The miracle contains a rarely used title, ‘Son of David’. This is a 
Messianic title, which has the same meaning as Christ/Messiah. In Jewish 
belief the Messiah would be a descendant of King David. Son of David 
literally means descendent of King David. The key meaning in this 
miracle, however, is that Bartimaeus, a blind man, recognised the identity 
of Jesus. This can be contrasted with the failure of Jesus’ chosen disciples 
to recognise who Jesus was.

Exam practice
‘Mark’s Gospel shows Jesus as a very different kind of Messiah 
from Jewish expectations.’

Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your 
 answer. � [5 marks]

Son of David
Blind Bartimaeus – Mark 10: 46–52

They came to Jericho, and as Jesus was leaving with 
his disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus was sitting by the road. 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout, ‘Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!’

Many of the people scolded him and told him to be quiet. But he 
shouted even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’

Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him.’

They called the blind man. ‘Cheer up!’ they said. ‘Get up, he 
is calling you.’ So, he threw off his cloak, jumped up, and 
came to Jesus. ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus 
asked him.

‘Teacher,’ the blind man answered, ‘I want to see again.’ ‘Go,’ 
Jesus told him, ‘your faith has made you well.’

At once he was able to see and followed Jesus on the road.

Bartimaeus displayed great faith in asking for Jesus’ mercy and 
this faith persists after being told to be quiet by the crowd. He 
abandons his cloak (used for begging) to go to Jesus and was 
told that his faith had saved him.

Bartimaeus uses the title ‘Son of David’ for Jesus. This means 
that Bartimaeus recognised Jesus as the Messiah. Such a public 
display of Jesus’ identity was dangerous, especially so close to 
Jerusalem and the feast of Passover. The Romans would have 
been on the lookout for any possible signs of a Jewish uprising.

Bartimaeus follows Jesus on the road, suggesting that he’s now 
a new disciple.

Jericho is on 
the pilgrim’s 
Passover route 
to Jerusalem, 
so had plenty of 
passing pilgrims 
who might give 
charity to a blind 
beggar.

Bartimaeus was 
an outcast. His 
illness meant he 
had no choice 
but to beg for his 
survival.

Miracle A remarkable and 
inexplicable act or event, 
e.g. a healing which is 
believed to be an act of God. 
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