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Component 1: Religions
Christianity: Beliefs
This section explores key Christian beliefs about the nature of God, including the 
creation and the Trinity. It considers different beliefs about the afterlife, including 
the special terms used. It then looks in more detail at the importance of Jesus 
Christ in Christianity, through the key events in his earthly life. Finally, the concepts 
of sin and salvation are explored, including Jesus’ role in salvation, and different 
forms of salvation.

Key beliefs
1	 Draw a line to connect each key term with the correct definition.

Key term Definition
Judgement All-powerful

Omnipotent Being brought back to new life after death

Creation The three persons of the Christian God

Resurrection God’s evaluation of a person’s deeds in life

Trinity Christian belief about how the world came about

2	 Give three words Christians use to describe God. For each one, write a short explanation.

1 .........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

2 .........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

3 .........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

3	 Give reasons why Christians believe God is all-loving.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

4	 Why is the existence of evil and suffering a problem for Christians?

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

Practice questions
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6 Workbook answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/workbookanswers AQA GCSE Religious Studies: Christianity, Islam and the Religious, philosophical and ethical themes

5	 Explain two ways in which Christians try to solve the problem of evil and suffering.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

6	 What do Christians teach about the Trinity? Complete this diagram, and explain each part.

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

God is the

God is the

God is the

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

7	 Retell the Genesis 1 creation story in your own words.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

8	 Explain the different ways in which Christians understand the Genesis 1 creation story.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................
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...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

9	 Christians believe all three persons of the Trinity were present at the creation.  
State what they believe about the role of each in the creation.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

10	 What do Christians believe happens after death? Include these terms in your answer:  
soul, judgement, heaven, hell.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

11	 Using examples, explain how believing in an afterlife affects how Christians live their daily lives. 
In your answer, include at least two examples.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................
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8 Workbook answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/workbookanswers AQA GCSE Religious Studies: Christianity, Islam and the Religious, philosophical and ethical themes

Jesus Christ and salvation
12	 Choose the correct term for each statement below.

Ascension            Crucifixion            Incarnation            Resurrection

a	 God was born as a human into this world.

...................................................................................................................................................................

b	 Jesus was executed by this method.

...................................................................................................................................................................

c	 Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after his death.

...................................................................................................................................................................

d	 Jesus went up to heaven 40 days after he rose from the dead.

...................................................................................................................................................................

13	 For each of those terms, give two reasons why it is important to Christians today.

a	 Ascension

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

b	 Crucifixion

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

c	 Incarnation

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

d	 Resurrection

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

14	 a	 What is sin?

...................................................................................................................................................................
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b	 What does the term ‘original sin’ refer to?

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

c	 Explain how belief in sin influences Christians today. You must include at least two ideas 
in your answer.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

15	 Explain the idea of salvation for Christians. You must include the terms law, works, grace and 
spirit in your answer.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

16	 a	 What does ‘atonement’ mean?

...................................................................................................................................................................

b	 Why is atonement an important concept for Christians? Include at least two ideas in 
your answer.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................
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c	 What does the Bible teach about Jesus’ role in salvation? Include at least two ideas in 
your answer.

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

17	 For each of the following, explain two ways in which the belief influences Christians.

a	 Belief in the incarnation

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

b	 Belief in Jesus’ crucifixion

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

c	 Belief in Jesus’ resurrection

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

d	 Belief in atonement

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................
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Christianity: Beliefs
1	 Which one of the following is the Christian term for the birth of God as a human?	 1 mark

A	 Creation

B	 Crucifixion

C	 Incarnation 

D	 Resurrection

2	 Give two Christian beliefs about heaven.	 2 marks 

1 .........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

2 .........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

3	 Explain two ways in which belief in salvation influences Christians today.	 4 marks 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

4	 Explain two Christian teachings about the oneness of God. Refer to sacred writings  
or another source of religious beliefs and teachings in your answer.	 5 marks 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

1

2

4

5

Exam-style questions
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5	 ‘Belief in the Trinity is the most important belief for Christians today.’ Evaluate this  
statement. In your answer, you should:

•	 refer to Christian teaching

•	 give reasoned arguments to support this statement

•	 give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view

•	 reach a justified conclusion.	 12 marks

...................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

14
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