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The King and the
Gooseherd

Comprehension skills

Why did the king stop to rest under a tree?
What time of day was it when the king awoke?

a) morning
b) afternoon
c) evening

Where was the boy when the king saw him?
What animals was the boy looking after?
What word is used for the biggest goose?
What is the king told to do to keep the geese
together?

What did the geese do as they ran across the
meadow?

What did the geese begin to eat when they got
away from the king?

Where did the boy tell the king to stand?
How much did the king pay the boy?
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Androcles and the
Lion

Comprehension skills

1

During what part of the day does the slave make his
escape”?
a) afternoon b) evening c) night

2 How were the slave’s clothes torn?
3 Why didn't it take very long for the slave to fall asleep?
4 What noise awoke the slave?
5 What word describes how the lion moved fowards the slave?
6 Why was the lion sad?
7 How did the lion react when the thorn was removed?
8 How long did Androcles live with the lion in the cave?
a) 3days b) 3 months c) 3years
9 What did the lion do during the day?
10 Who had gathered in the great circus?
1T How do you think the lion recognised that the slave in
the circus was Androcles?
12 How did the people react to what happened?
Critical literacy

Thinking about the story

1

Androcles was brave. He was brave to escape from his
master. He was brave to take the thorn from the lion’s paw
and he was brave when he was sent to the great circus.
Do you think it is important to be brave? Can you think of a
time when you have had to be brave? Write about bravery.
You may include a picture if you wish.

Thinking beyond the story

2

Lions are not usually kept as pets. Use books or the internet
to do some research about lions and write a few sentences
about them. Have an adult help you if you use the internet.
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The Hedgehog and
the Hare

Comprehension skills

1
2
3
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Name two crops that are mentioned in the story.
What is the space between rows of crops called?
Which word best describes the hare?

a) meek b) boastful c) gentle
Which word best describes the hedgehog?
a) rude b) mean ¢ clever

What animal does the hare say that the hedgehogs cannot run
faster than?

How did the hedgehog feel when he heard the hare insult his
family?

Why does the hedgehog say he must go home before the race?
Which three words were used to start the first race?

Why did the hare give up?
How does the hare feel at the end of the story?
a) pleased b) proud ¢ sad
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The Princess and
the Shepherd

Comprehension skills

1

10

What is the princess named after?

a afruit b) avegetable
¢ aflower

Find two reasons why many men wanted
to marry the princess.

Which word best describes the princess’
clothes when she left the palace?

a) scruffy b) beautiful

c fine

When did the princess leave the palace?
a) morning b) afternoon

c) evening

Where did the princess meet a man
riding a pony?

a) bytheroadside b) afthe castle
c) on the dusty highway

What drink did the shepherd share with
the princess?

What did the princess ask the shepherd
to do with the cake?

What other item of food was in the
shepherd’s bag as well as cake?

What did the shepherd do when he met
the king and queen?

What did the princess and shepherd do
at the end of the story?
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A Strange
Treasure

Comprehension skills

1
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Where is the story set?
a) afarm b) apalace ¢) an orchard

Find the lines in the story that describe four jobs that
John Crabtree did.

Which word best describes the three sons?

a) hardworking b) lazy ¢ helpful
Why did the eldest son say that they must be careful?
What plan did the sons come up with?

How long did they spend carrying out their plan?

Why were the branches of the trees bent almost to
the ground?

What crops did the sons harvest? Name three.

What words does the youngest son use to describe
his father?

What words does the eldest son use to describe his
father?
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Juan Bobo Goes
To Market

Comprehension skills
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Write a list, in order, of all the people Juan Bobo meets along
his journey.

Which word best describes Juan Bobo?

a) rude b) naughty c) polite

Which option best describes how the butcher reacted to
Juan Bobo?

a) he was annoyed b) he was pleased
c) he was not bothered

What job does a potter do?

What made Juan Bobo feel sad?

Which option best describes how the thieves reacted when
they heard Juan Bobo call out?

a) theyfounditfunny  b) theyran away in fright

c) they did not react

What type of bad weather did the thieves think was
happening?

Which option best describes how Juan felt as he ran towards
home?

a) he was excited b) he was sad

c) hewas angry

Which option best describes how Juan Bobo’s mother felt
when she saw the gold?

a) shewasnothappy b) she was shocked
c) she was upset
How does Juan Bobo explain how he came to have the gold?
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A Clever Trick

Comprehension skills

1 Why were the rice farmers happy when autumn arrived?
2 What sight puzzled Tama when he saw it?

3 Why do you think that Tama told Yone to be quick and to
hurry?

4 Why did Tama choose to set fire to the crop instead of
shouting or raising the alarm another way?

5 How was the village destroyed? Give as much detail as
you can.
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The Golden Touch

Comprehension skills

1
2

3

Name the three characters we meet in this story.

Two characters are related. Who are they and what is their
relationship?

How did Marigold feel when she saw the golden flowers?

a) shewasupset b) shewashappy ¢ shewas confused
Why couldn’t Midas eat anything?

How did Midas feel when Marigold was turned into gold?

a) hewaspleased b) hewas horrified ¢) he was puzzled

Describe two or three differences between the flowers when they were
made of gold and when they were changed back to flowers.
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Brer Rabbit Goes
Fishing

Comprehension skills

1 The story is called ‘Brer Rabbit Goes Fishing’, but there is
no fishing! What part of the story does the fitle refer to?

2 In which season of the year does this story take place?

3 For what reason did Brer Rabbit decide to get into the
bucket? Give at least two details.

4  What were the conditions like at the bottom of the well?
Find lines from the story to back up what you think.

5 Why did Brer Fox follow Brer Rabbit to the well? Give at
least two reasons.

6 What did Brer Fox expect to see at the bottom of the
well?

7 What does Brer Fox find at the bottom of the well?

8 Brer Rabbit calls ‘Cheerio!” to Brer Fox from the top of
the well. How many other words or phrases do you
know which have the same meaning? List as many as
you can.

9 What made Brer Fox feel sad when he was in the well?

10  Brer Fox had to leap out of the bucket. What other verbs
could be used that have a similar meaning to ‘leap’?

—
Critical literacy

Thinking about the story
1 Brer Rabbit not only tricks Brer Fox but he also sets the
farmer after him. Brer Fox nearly gets badly hurt. How
do you feel about what Brer Rabbit did? Do you think
he behaved in a good way to Brer Fox, or not? Write
down how you feel about the actions of Brer Rabbit.
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The Story of a
River

Comprehension skills

1
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How did the stream know when it had become a river?

What sight made the river feel proud as it ran into the village?
Why did the river feel proud?

Where did the river wish it could stay and why?

How did the river feel when it came to the city?

a) strong
b) happy
¢ sad

Why did the river feel this way?
What made the river feel useful?

At the end of the story a wonderful thing happened. What was
it, and why was it wonderful?
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Rumpel-Stilts-Kin

Comprehension skills

1

Here are some key events from the story. Put them into the correct order.
e The queen tells the strange little man his name is Rumpel-Stilts-Kin.

¢ The girl makes three deals with the little man who spins the straw
into gold.

¢ The king marries the girl and she becomes queen.

e The king asks for the miller’'s daughter to be brought to the palace.
¢ The little man arrives to take the child.

¢ The queen sends her servants out all over the kingdom.

¢ The king demands that the girl spins his straw into gold.

As the little man spins, he sings a song. Find a pair of rhyming words
from his song.

When the queen’s servant heard the little man in his house, he was
singing another song. Find two pairs of rhyming words from that song.
Why do you think the girl cried each time the king asked her to

spin gold?

Why do you think the little man stamped his feet when the queen told
him his name?

Critical literacy
Thinking beyond the story

1

The Queen thinks of as many different names for the little man as she
possibly can. People have many different names; some names are
more common and some names are rare. Choose either boys names
or girls names. Can you write down at least one name that begins with
each letter of the alphabet? Is it possible?
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A Hot Land ... India

Comprehension skills

1 Here are some key events from the story. Put them into the correct order.
e A cow walks down the street and eats food from a shop.

Mary decides to write to her mother.

A loud sound of blowing trumpets is heard.

Bob, John and Mary take a trip into town.

John and Mary travel to India by boat.

Mary sees ladies wearing beautiful dresses called saris.

A group of pilgrims walk by.

John and Mary visit a real Indian house.

Why does Mary compare the women to butterflies?

Name two things which John saw when he arrived in town that he
found surprising.

Why was the cow not chased away by anybody?

Where were the pilgrims going and what did they plan to do there?
Where was the sound of trumpets coming from?

What did the sound of trumpets mean was about to happen?

Why do you think Mary wants to write to her mother?
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Pinocchio the
Puppet

Comprehension skills
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Name four characters we meet in this story.

Name three tools that are used to work on the wood.
Why did Mr Cherry drop the wood in astonishment?
Why did Geppetto jump in pain?

What does the puppet steal from Geppetto?

Why was Geppetto angry when the puppet stole
the item?

What did Geppetto teach the puppet to do?
Why were the people of the fown astonished?
Can you name the tools shown on this page?

Read this list: dressmaker, engineer, gardener,
hairdresser, joiner. Which of the tools on this page
might be used by each of the people in the list?
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Afraid
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An Unseen Foe

Comprehension skills

1 Describe the protective equipment the shepherd used when he was
collecting honey and explain how it would protect him.

2 Why didn't the bear need to use the same protective equipment as the
shepherd?

3 What made the bees angry and what did they try to do because they
were angry?

4 Why could the bear manage to scramble back up to the top of the tree
but the shepherd could not?

5 The shepherd had to face a fear when he tugged the bears tail. Find
lines in the story which tell you how afraid the shepherd was of the bear.

Language development

1 Bears are very fond of honey.
Which animals are very fond of:
bones, milk, cheese, nuts, carrots, fish, lettuce, grass?

2 The bear in the story was a brown bear.
a) What is a white bear called?
b) Name other animals which are usually brown in colour.

3 Honey has a very sweet taste.
Which of the following are very sweet:
bread, sugar, jam, butter, cheese, cakes, milk, syrup?

4 The bear is protected from the stings of bees by his thick fur coat.
How do these creatures save themselves from harm: snail,
hedgehog, rabbit, mouse, monkey, cow, horse, elephant?

5 The bear climbed up the tree.
Name any other animals which can climb trees.
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Defence
and
attack

Walrus — tusks Goat —horns Snake — fangs

Ostrich — beak/feet

Porcupine — spines Eagle — beak/talons Turtle — shell




Ali Baba and the
Forty Thieves

Comprehension skills

1 Here are some key events from the first half of the story on
pages 120 to 121. Put them into the correct order.

Ali Baba hides up a tree.
The thieves open a magic door by shouting “Open Sesame!”
Ali Baba goes out to cut some wood in the forest.

Ali Baba opens the magic door and finds treasure in
the cave.

Ali Baba uses his donkey to carry sacks of treasure home.
The thieves leave with sacks of treasure.

A band of robbers on horses entered the forest.

Ali Baba hides the treasure in the stable.

2 Write your own list to summarise the key events from the
second half of the story. You should write at least five points.

3 Describe what Ali Baba did with the treasure. Do you think
he spent his money wisely?

Critical literacy

Thinking about the story

1 Who do you think deserved to have the treasure more: Ali Baba or
the band of thieves? Use examples from the story to explain your
point of view.

Thinking beyond the story

2 Stedling is wrong. It is very bad fo steal anything, no matter how
small, that does not belong to you. What is the difference between
stealing something and borrowing something?
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The Wonderful Ant

Comprehension skills

1 Name the human characters that we meet in this
story.

2 What is a baby ant called?

3 How long do baby ants ‘sleep’ for?

4 What do ants use to hear, smell and touch?
5 Why do ants look after greenfly?

6 Why is Tom glad that he is not an ant?
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The Wooden
Horse of Troy

Late that night, when the people of Troy were fast asleep, strange things
began to happen.

The Greek soldiers, who were inside the horse, quietly opened the door
and climbed down ropes to the ground. It was dark and no one saw
them. One soldier went down to the shore and lit a signal fire. The
others opened all the city gates. Quickly the Greek ships returned to
Troy, and the soldiers rushed into the city through the open gates.

The people of Troy were taken by surprise. They woke to find the Greek
soldiers setting fire to their houses. The Trojans fought bravely, but soon
the whole city was in flames. When Troy had been burnt to the ground,
the Greeks sailed away once more. They had won victory by a clever
trick and the long war was ended.

(adapted)

Comprehension skills

1 Write a summary of the plot of the story. You should
include the beginning, the middle and the end of the tale.
You should write approximately one paragraph and you
should use complete sentences.
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