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Answering the questions will help you build e
your skills and meet the assessment
objectives: AO1 (finding information and
evidence in texts), AO2 (language analysis),
AO3 (comparing texts), AO4 (evaluating texts
critically), AO5 (writing clearly, effectively
and imaginatively) and AOé6 (using a range
of vocabulary and sentence structures, with
accurate spelling and punctuation).

This workbook will help you prepare for
your WJEC Edugas GCSE English
Language exam.

Your exams are 1 hour 45 minutes long for
the Component 1 paper, and 2 hours long
for the Component 2 paper.

Build your skills and prepare for every
question in the exam using:

e clear explanations of what each
question requires

e short answer activities that build up to
exam-style questions

spaces for you to write or plan your answers.

Practice exam papers at the end of the
workbook allow to you to practise under
timed conditions.

You still need to read your textbook and
refer to your revision guides and lesson notes.

Answers to every question in the book aree
available at: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/
workbookanswers.



Component 1, Section A: 20th-century
literature reading

Component 1, Section A has five questions about one extract from a twentieth-century novel. There
are 40 marks available.

What exactly must | do?

You have about an hour to complete this section. You must try to finish this section in about 60
minutes, because you need the remaining time (45 minutes) to answer Section B.

It is a good idea to read the text through at the start of the exam. Spend around 10 minutes reading the
text carefully, then about 50 minutes answering the questions that follow it.

The questions and marks may vary slightly, but will generally be as follows:

5 marks This question will ask you to find five details in the first part
of the text and list them. Find and list points in the order they
appear. You do not have to use your own words and can use
bullet points.

5 marks This will be a language question. You will be asked how the
writer uses language for a particular purpose, such as to
establish character, in a section of the text.

10 marks This question will either be another language question, or a
question asking you what impression you receive of a particular
character, place or event in the extract.

10 marks Depending on what you were asked in question 3, number 4

will either ask you a language question or what impression you
receive of a character, place or event in the extract. It may also
ask you to focus how a writer creates tension or another effect.

10 marks This question will either ask you to evaluate the way someone
or something is presented in the text or whether you agree with
a statement about the text.

In all questions apart from Question 1, you will be expected to support your points with evidence from
the text and explain your ideas.

There are no marks for spelling, sentence construction or punctuation in this section, but you should still
express yourself clearly.
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Question A1: Extracting key information

This question will be worth 5 marks and you will have to list five points that you have found in the
opening section of the extract provided. You can quote the details or put them into your own words.
The answers may be clearly stated (explicit information) or you may have to work out what is implied
in the text (implicit information).

What exactly must | do?

You need to find five details about a character, setting or event. There is no need to write at length. Just
find and list the same number of points as there are marks. You do not have to use your own words,
although you can if you wish.

Read this extract. The narrator has gone to London with her mother. They are approached by a stranger.

Just then, a man came up to us. He was a small man and he was pretty old, probably seventy or
more. He raised his hat politely and said to my mother ‘Excuse me. I do hope you will excuse

me. ...” He had a fine white moustache and bushy white eyebrows and a wrinkly pink face. He was
sheltering under an umbrella which he held high over his head.

From ‘The Umbrella Man’ by Roald Dahl

List five things we learn about the man.

In this extract, Mary is taken to a remote farm in South Africa, where she is to live.

The house looked shut and dark, as she approached it. Then a strange bird called, a wild nocturnal
sound, and she ran, suddenly terrified, as if a hostile breath had blown upon her from another
world. And as she stumbled in her high heels over the uneven ground, there was a stir and cackle
of geese. The homely sound comforted her and she stopped and put out her hand to touch the
leaves of a plant standing in a tin. Her fingers were fragrant with the familiar scent of geraniums.

ACTIVITY CONTINUES (-)
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Component 1, Section A: 20th-century literature reading

Then a square of light appeared in the blank wall of the house and she saw Richard’s tall shape
stooping inside. She went up the steps to the door and entered a room lit by a single candle.
Richard had vanished again and in the dim light the room seemed tiny, tiny and very low. The roof
was corrugated iron and there was a strong, musty smell, almost animal-like.

From The Grass is Singing by Doris Lessing

List five things we learn about the farm.

In this extract the narrator, Saleem, describes his birth.

I was born in the city of Bombay ... once upon a time. No, that won’t do, there’s no getting away
from the date: I was born in Doctor Narlikar’s Nursing Home on August 15th, 1947. And the
time? The time matters, too. Well then: at night. No, it's important to be more ... On the stroke of
midnight, as a matter of fact. Clock-hands joined palms in respectful greeting as I came. Oh, spell
it out, spell it out: at the precise instant of India’s arrival at independence, I tumbled forth into the
world. There were gasps. And, outside the window, fireworks and crowds. A few seconds later, my

father broke his big toe.
From Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie

List five things we learn about the event of Saleem’s birth.
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Extended practice

In this extract, a man who has been sleeping rough, has been brought into the narrator’s
family house to be given food and shelter.

We boys adored the look of the man; the girls, fastidious, were more uncertain of him. But he
was no tramp or he wouldn’t be in the kitchen. He had four bright medals in his pocket, which he
would produce and polish and lay on the table like money. He spoke like nobody else we knew;
in fact, we couldn’t understand many of his words. But Mother seemed to understand him, and
would ask him questions, and look at the photographs he carried in his shirt and sigh and shake
her head. He talked something of battles and of flying in the air, and it was all wonderful to us.

From Cider With Rosie by Laurie Lee
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List five things we learn about the man. (Do not include information from the introductory
sentence.) (5]
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