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Air Temperature (1.25 m above the ground)
Highest recorded: 40.3ºC Coningsby, Lincolnshire, 19 July 2022
Lowest recorded: –27.2°C Altnaharra, Highland on 30 December 1995 and
Braemar, Aberdeenshire on 11 February 1895 and on 10 January 1982

Rainfall
Maximum recorded in 1 day: 279 mm Martinstown, Dorset on 18 July 1955*
Highest monthly rainfall: 1,436 mm Llyn Llydaw, Snowdonia in October 1909
Wettest place: Styhead Tarn, Cumbria average annual rainfall is 4,391 mm
   *The highest total for any 24 hour period is 316mm at Seathwaite (Cumbria) 
   on 19 November 2009

Sunshine (duration in 1 month)
Maximum recorded: 389.9 hours Eastbourne, E. Sussex in July 1911
Minimum recorded: 0.0 hours Westminster, Greater London in December 1890

Winds (highest gusts)
High level site: 150 knots (278 km/h) Cairn Gorm, Highland on 20 March 1986
Low level site : 123 knots (229 km/h) Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire on
 13 February 1989

UK WEATHER EXTREMES

Based partly on information supplied by the Meteorological Office
and on the Climatological Atlas of the British Isles
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Air Temperature (1.25 m above the ground)
Highest recorded: 40.3ºC Coningsby, Lincolnshire, 19 July 2022
Lowest recorded: –27.2°C Altnaharra, Highland on 30 December 1995 and
Braemar, Aberdeenshire on 11 February 1895 and on 10 January 1982

Rainfall
Maximum recorded in 1 day: 279 mm Martinstown, Dorset on 18 July 1955*
Highest monthly rainfall: 1,436 mm Llyn Llydaw, Snowdonia in October 1909
Wettest place: Styhead Tarn, Cumbria average annual rainfall is 4,391 mm
   *The highest total for any 24 hour period is 316mm at Seathwaite (Cumbria) 
   on 19 November 2009

Sunshine (duration in 1 month)
Maximum recorded: 389.9 hours Eastbourne, E. Sussex in July 1911
Minimum recorded: 0.0 hours Westminster, Greater London in December 1890

Winds (highest gusts)
High level site: 150 knots (278 km/h) Cairn Gorm, Highland on 20 March 1986
Low level site : 123 knots (229 km/h) Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire on
 13 February 1989

UK WEATHER EXTREMES

Based partly on information supplied by the Meteorological Office
and on the Climatological Atlas of the British Isles
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The Human Development Index (HDI),
calculated by the UN Development
Programme (UNDP), gives a value
to countries using indicators of life
expectancy, education and standards
of living in 2021 . Higher values show
more developed countries. 
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One person in eight in the world has
no access to a safe water supply.
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Projection: Eckert IV COPYRIGHT PHILIP’S

UK  0.098

Denmark 0.013
Norway 0.016
Switzerland 0.018

PNG  0.725
N. Macedonia 0.720
Nigeria 0.680

No data

Under 0.25

0.25 – 0.5

0.5 – 0.65

Over 0.65

Most equal Least equal

GENDER INEQUALITY
INDEX

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) is a
composite measure reflecting inequality in
achievements between women and men in
three categories: reproductive health,
empowerment and the labour market.
It varies between 0, when women and men
fare equally, and 1, when women or men
fare poorly compared to the other in all
categories (2021).

No data 

Under 1%

5 – 10%

1 – 5%

10 – 25%

25 – 50%

Over 50%

ILLITERACY

Countries with the highest
 illiteracy rates (%)

Percentage of adult total
population unable to read or
write (2021)

Niger
Chad
Guinea
South Sudan
Mali

80.9
77.7
69.6
65.5
64.5

CAR
Burkina Faso
Benin
Afghanistan
Sierra Leone

62.6
58.8
57.6
57.0
56.8

HEALTH CARE
Health expenditure

US$ per capita 2023

Countries spending the most and
least on health care (US$)

Most Least
USA                12,012.2
Switzerland   10,897.5
Norway            90,20.6
Monaco           8,634.3
Luxembourg    7,635.7

Madagascar 17.6
Sudan 21.6
DRC 22.3
The Gambia 24.3
Eritrea 25.4

UK  5738.5
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Over 2,500

1,000 – 2,500

500 – 1,000

100 – 500

Under 100

No data
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