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Revision practice
Joan Garrod
In this issue, the focus is on answering exam-style questions in a way that demonstrates the required skills demanded of particular types of question, even if the questions are not of the exact type found in your specification, remember that the skills are the same for everyone, so it is always worthwhile completing the exercises. The first question is typical of the AQA paper on Education with Theory and Methods, and the main skill here is analysis. The second is typical of AQA questions on the Methods in Context paper, and the main skill here is evaluation. The final task gives you the opportunity to demonstrate and practise application. Guidance is given showing how these questions might be answered, but remember that there is no one ‘right’ answer to this kind of question, and you may prefer to use other material in your answer.
Education with Theory and Methods
Item A
The importance of a child’s home background to their educational success has been demonstrated in a wealth of sociological research. However, research has also shown that attitudes and practices found within schools, such as teachers’ perceptions of their pupils, their abilities and behaviour, also have an important effect. 
Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which teachers’ attitudes towards, and assumptions about, their pupils may influence educational outcomes.	(10 marks)
Guidance
You will, of course, remember the importance of separating out the two parts of your answer, so that each way is clearly distinguished. Note that although the importance of a child’s home background is mentioned, the focus of the question is on teachers’ perceptions, and how these may influence educational outcomes. You could focus on perceptions influenced by views on the class, ethnicity or the gender of pupils. However, you are asked to show the ways in which perceptions may influence outcomes. You might choose decisions about streaming, advice on subject choice, the level of material provided, such as books for primary school children, and the expectations regarding what a pupil is, or is not, capable of. The analysis should be shown in how such perceptions might work in practice, for example, steering girls away from science-based subjects or careers, or giving pupils material that doesn’t challenge them intellectually, or placing certain pupils in higher or lower streams. Remember too that perceptions don’t come from nowhere — they can be influenced by stereotypical views of particular types of home background or ethnic group gleaned from the wider society. Use appropriate sociological concepts, and you may wish to cite particular pieces of research to illustrate a point — though don’t get side-tracked into detailed discussions of the research findings — there will not be time. Remember too that perceptions can be positive as well as negative, and this works in favour of some pupils.
Education with Methods in Context
Item 
The nature and level of parental involvement with their children’s education has been shown to be an important factor in how well pupils progress at school. School reports and parents’ evenings are both ways in which schools aim to keep parents aware of how children are faring at school. Some parents have a high level of involvement, for example by joining the Parent Teacher Association or becoming a school governor, while others have little or no contact with the school.
A number of factors are likely to influence the nature and degree of parent–school contact, for example parents’ working hours, or their knowledge of how the education system works. Many schools would like to increase the amount of contact with parents, especially those of children who are not doing well, but first they need to understand the reasons why some parents have less contact than others. One way to obtain this knowledge would be to conduct face-to-face interviews with a representative sample of parents in their own home.
Using material from the Item and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of using unstructured interviews with parents to explore the nature, quantity and quality of parents’ interaction with teachers at their child’s school.	(20 marks)
Guidance
The very first thing that you should do before starting to plan and answer this question is to read (or re-read) the article by Suzanne Wilson and Kim McGuire ‘Stigma power and parental involvement in schools’ which appeared in SOCIOLOGY REVIEW, Vol. 32, No. 1.
Note that this research used focus groups in order to draw up a semi-structured interview schedule, but the article contains material that would be helpful for the question above, including the important concept of ‘stigma power’. The focus also was very much on those whose backgrounds led them to feel stigma when interacting with teachers, while your question is broader. Below is a list of questions to consider that should help you to construct a balanced argument. You may not have time to discuss all of them.
Always remember in this type of question that you are examining a particular method in the context of a particular research situation. While some general strengths and/or limitations of the method might be applicable to the research question, your focus must remain on the particular issue under question. Remember too that the main skill here is that of evaluation — you must consider the degree to which the strengths and limitations of the method in question apply to the research question.
Some questions to consider:
· Would the research method produce quantitative or qualitative data?
· What general strengths and limitations of this method are applicable to this research topic?
· How might a representative sample be obtained — any practical or ethical issues raised?
· What categories might you need in your sample, e.g. class, ethnicity, neighbourhood?
· How might the response rate differ between different groups, and why?
· How might language difficulties be resolved?
· What aspects would need to be covered — e.g. knowledge of education system?
· What advantages might an unstructured interview have over a questionnaire for this topic?
· What difficulties might there be in analysing the results?
· What other issues can you think of?
Showing application skills
Below are links to three pieces of material, all concerned with changes to the family. Taking each of the aspects below, make brief notes on what material from any of the items you could use to apply in an answer to a question on each of the different aspects.
1	Changes to what we think of as ‘family’.
2	Changes in women’s roles within the family — such as being in paid employment.
3	Changes in the nature of parenting, and their consequences.
4	Changes in family and household structure.
5	Changes in fertility rates.
Sources to use
Joanne Connolly, ‘The new framilies’, SOCIOLOGY REVIEW, Vol. 32, No. 3
Vicki Harman et al., ‘Grandmothering today’, SOCIOLOGY REVIEW, Vol. 32, No. 3
Office for National Statistics Census 2021 ‘Families’ at
https://tinyurl.com/y9vd5h3c
Office for National Statistics Census 2021 ‘Conception and fertility rates’ at
https://tinyurl.com/ymauj4me
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