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J NEW HORIZONS

Locating the start of the Anthropocene

Some scientists believe humans have altered the Earth surface so much that the Holocene interglacial conditions of the last 11,700 years
have all but disappeared. They have recently identified sites that best mark this worldwide historic shift into the so-called Anthropocene.
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Figure 1 Candidate sites for marking the start of the Anthropocene

Researching the Anthropocene San Francisco Bay, Crawford Lake, Ernesto Cave, Italy. Gotland Basin, Baltic Sea. Sniezka peat bog, Sihailongwan Lake, What happens next?
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s ediment fell to the sea
In .the last 7 years, geoscientists who have after storm < \% floor, where the oxygen-
paid attention to the work of the AWG have EETG, A deprived water limits

been looking for locations where evidence
of a post-1945 ‘boundary’ between more
natural Holocene conditions and the
‘unnatural’ conditions of the Anthropocene
can be most clearly seen. Most formal West Flower
geological boundaries are represented in Garden Bank, Gulf
hard rocks by major changes in rock type of MEXICO; Coral.
or fossil assemblages following extinctions. R RIS Y
. A exoskeletons have
For the Anthropocene, things like ice cores trapped chemicals
or sediment layers at undisturbed sites and particles.
around the globe are being investigated.
Figure 1 shows the various locations under
consideration to be given the ‘golden spike
designation’ to mark the beginning of the
Anthropocene. The environmental settings
and how they capture the imprint of human
activity are also summarised.
The AWG is about to recommend that

6 disturbance by animals.
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FURTHER READING

For teachers wanting to get students
thinking about the Anthropocene in an
evidence-based way, this information
pack by The Geological Society is a

; great resource but will require some
U/ / staff input and preparation to use it:
www.tinyurl.com/bd2nkw8m
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