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The last British—Irish ice sheet EEE—
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Extent, thickness and ice flow directions — . e 10°W

The ice sheet grew to over 1,500 metres thick some 25,000 years ago (25 ka) — ’
subsuming our mountains — and was about a quarter of the size of the present-day L )
Greenland Ice Sheet. Once melted, it raised sea level by nearly 2 metres. We now live on :
a landscape largely shaped by this ice sheet. The flow directions and extent of the ice

sheet are visualised in Figure 1. This map matches well with tens of thousands of glacial
landforms such as drumlins and moraines that we have mapped.
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How long has our landscape,
soil and vegetation had to
develop since the ice left?

Figure 2 shows the duration of land
exposure since the ice melted away.
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Figure 2 Duration of land exposure in : of Sheffield. He led the BRITICE

i 1 Flow directi i 54000 years (calendar) since inundation by CHRONO project that produced these
igure ow directions and ice extent 24, years ago ice sheets : reconstructions of the ice sheet.
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