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My Revision Notes: Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography exam practice answers
7	Superpowers
	1
	(a)
	Superpowers can influence the global economy through inter-governmental organisations such as the IMF and the World Bank (include examples of how each organisation has influence). Also through TNCs and their ‘global’ reach – their economies of scale mean they can outcompete smaller companies, their bank balances and their ability to borrow money to invest.

The move towards free market capitalism and free trade has opened up new markets, allowing TNCs to expand.
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	(b)
	· Neo-colonialism: superpowers pulling the economic and political strings of developing countries, despite not ruling them directly as during the colonial/imperial era.
· Unfair terms of trade: cheap commodity exports for the developing world (coffee, cocoa, oil, copper) set against expensive manufactured imports from developed countries.
· The brain drain of skilled workers from developing countries to boost developed world economies.
· Local wealthy elites, who control imports and exports in developing countries, benefiting from the neo-colonial relationship but having no interest in changing it.
· Damage to local environments as raw materials are exploited, e.g. oil in Nigeria.
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	2
	(a)
	The range of characteristics can be split into human and physical.
Human characteristics include:
· economic power
· demography
· politics
· military strength
· culture.
Physical characteristics include: 
· size
· geographic position 
· natural resources.
These can be used to understand how a country gains power and influence by both hard and soft means.
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	(b)
	TNCs play a large role in global trade due to the global shift in manufacturing and intra-company trade, and offshoring and outsourcing of services. Furthermore, TNCs play a substantial role in technology through research and innovation of new technologies, intellectual property rights and patent law, and technology transfer. 
Finally, TNCs are important in global culture, especially through influencing consumer patterns. They can have a large influence within the country in which their headquarters are based and can have positive and negative influences over countries in which branch plants are located.  
Use named TNCs to support your answer.
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	3
	(a)
	Countries can maintain power through political influence in elections, policies, economic planning and military operations, e.g. Russia post-1945. Power can also be maintained economically through the giving of aid and investment overseas, e.g. the USA post-1945 or Chinese FDI into Africa from the 1990s. 

Furthermore, power can be maintained culturally through propaganda, e.g. the USA during the Cold War or through global brands. Finally, power can be maintained militarily through occupied military zones, nuclear power and military alliances, e.g. the USA and the USSR post-1945.
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	(b)
	You need to understand the role that superpowers have in offering multinational aid in humanitarian crises, such as Haiti. There needs to be a consideration of the varying responses from different superpowers to appeals for aid and how effective this is. 
Furthermore, you need to show an understanding of the role that superpowers have in intervening in global conflicts, such as the wars in Afghanistan or South Sudan, and in acting upon environmental concerns, such as climate change or world pandemics (Ebola, COVID-19). 
Superpowers can have differing results and levels of effectiveness when it comes to things like attempts to bring peace to a nation. Often the most effective decisions are made when superpowers work together through IGOs and major alliances to be more effective in international decision making. 
Bring in specific examples to show the successes and failures of superpowers in international decision making.
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