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My Revision Notes: Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography exam practice answers
4	Shaping places
4A Regenerating places
	1
	(a)
	(i) The Department for Transport’s company HS2 Ltd is responsible for developing and promoting the UK’s new high-speed rail network, High Speed Two, from London to Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. 

It is key to the large-scale Northern Powerhouse regeneration scheme.
Benefits include:
· Will bridge the North–South divide.
· Shrinking journey times between cities in the Midlands and the north of England
· The West Midlands will gain with a rise of between £1.5 billion and £3.1 billion in output in 2037.
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	(ii) Investment in infrastructure and addressing issues of accessibility are seen as major factors in maintaining economic growth. 

The Infrastructure and Projects Authority oversees long-term infrastructure priorities and secures private sector investment, including Crossrail and broadband.

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) aims to create ‘great places to live and work’ and to empower local people to shape their own places.

The Department for Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) markets the UK’s image abroad and protects and promotes cultural and artistic heritage and innovation. 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) oversees environmental stability as part of sustained economic growth.
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	(b)
	Can be measured through economic success, social progress or improvement of the environment.

The success of regeneration must be measured by a range of criteria over a short and longer time scale.

Comparison can be made to other, more successful areas. 
Success often involves a strong brand and identity. 

A sense of place is important – has this been created?
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	(c)
	Social progress:
· reductions in inequalities both between areas and within them
· improvements in social measures of deprivation
· improvements in life expectancy and reductions in health deprivation.
Improvement in the living environment (will have positive impacts on health):
· access to open, green space within walking distance of home
· quality of the local area
· air quality and climate change
· better transport links
· provision and upgrading of retail space
· creation of green space, parks and public areas
· improvements in housing.
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	2
	(a)

	(i)
· Decline in manufacturing due to deindustrialisation and decentralisation.
· Unemployment: wealthier, younger people and more footloose industries move away as there is a lack of opportunities.
· Less money spent in local economy so shops and services close.
· Poorest sectors of society left behind; unemployment and limited aspirations, lifestyle and attachment with place (social problems).
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	(ii) 
· Economic inequality and technological change breed less successful places — for each successful place, there is at least one failing. 
· Deindustrialisation can lead to a spiral of decline in an area, which can then lead to a less successful place.
· The characteristics of less successful places include: 
· high levels of poverty and deprivation 
· unemployment 
· derelict buildings 
· graffiti 
· crime and vandalism.

· People often have negative perceptions of less successful places. The lived experience may be found wanting and the feelings of place attachment rather weak.
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	(b)
	· Examples of how rebranding strategies can attract tourists include:
· An area becoming a destination tourism location, e.g. the Cornish coast being known for its good food and choice of quality restaurants.
· Outdoor pursuits and adventure tourism, e.g. offering surfing, para-surfing and rocking climbing along the Cornish coast.
· Building new attractions, e.g. the Eden Project in Cornwall.

Answers will depend on examples chosen.
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	(c)
	UK central government can be seen to play an important role in the success of regeneration due to the following:
· It provides sufficient capital for expensive projects.
· It provides subsidies to allow projects to run once they’ve been completed.
· It makes decisions about which projects go ahead and which do not.
· It produces a cost-benefit analysis and tries to take different points of view into account.
· It tries to balance economic vs social and environmental needs.
Issues in the success of a project are:
· Whether central government takes into account the needs to of all people involved.
· Whether the project brings about change where the benefits outweigh the costs.
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4B Diverse places
	1
	(a)
	(i) This could be due to:
· media, such as, newspaper or internet articles 
· the proportion of people with access to superfast broadband
· climate data 
· salary comparisons
· access to services
· the area is isolated
· commuting costs, times and distances 
· doctors’ surgery opening hours.
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	(ii) Main reasons could be:
· beautiful scenery
· more relaxing lifestyle
· local food and drink
· remoteness
· strong identity.
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	(b)
	International migration has led to diversity in the UK. This includes waves of migration from different parts of the world, e.g. post-colonial migration led to large-scale immigration from former British colonies, whereas globalisation more recently has attracted people from all over the world due to the UK’s global links. This is particularly seen in London. International migration has led to ethnic enclaves and social clustering within cities.
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	(c)
	· Diverse places are those that have variations in population and often have different ethnic groups living in the same city or area. 
· Changes might include regeneration projects, gentrification, in-migration/out-migration to the area, breaking up of old communities and establishment of new ones.
· These changes can lead to tension and conflict due to loss of jobs or housing, perception of being excluded or being treated differently, fear of change or loss of opportunities in an area. 
Use named examples to show where tension and conflict has and hasn’t occurred due to change.
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	2
	(a)
	(i) In the 1950s when immigration from Commonwealth countries was encouraged. There were acute labour shortages in the UK as a result of war-time fatalities. There was also much work available in reconstructing a war-torn country.
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	(ii) 
· Labour shortages in London were the most acute.
· Availability of cheap and rundown housing.
· Large properties capable of much subdivision and of accommodating large numbers of tenants.
· Proximity to work hotspots.
· Feelings of security associated with living in these immigrant concentrations.
Less hostility from more affluent white residents in these locations.
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	(b)
	Possibly as a reaction to the stresses and pace of big-city living.
Perception that quiet rural areas offer a more attractive and healthier living environment. 
Improved roads and regional airports have made these areas more accessible – they are now perceived as being less remote.
Modern communications, especially fast broadband, are able to keep these remote areas in immediate touch with the outside world.
Modern communications have made it feasible to conduct all sorts of business from these remote areas.
The movement of younger people and businesses to these areas has a snowball effect, convincing others that the good life is to be found there.
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	(c)
	Is there such a thing as an issue without stakeholders? Issues by their very nature involve tensions and differences of opinion and perspective.

It is the stakeholders who hold these different views and differ in their perspectives. Such views are often
strengthened because stockholders more often than not are protecting their investments or promoting their interests.
It is the stakeholders that need management if an issue is to be resolved. Decisions imposed by some ‘independent’ manager rarely work. 

The best management promotes discussion between stakeholders, looks for compromises and plays down the sense of winners and losers.

Conclusion: if there were no stakeholders, it is unlikely that there would be any issues requiring management.
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